A Publication of the Idaho State Fire Commissioners’ Association

& MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

“May you live in interesting times” is an old proverb
attributed to the Chinese that actually means the
opposite... “May live in bad times”. Seems the Chinese
have delivered.

Your community is likely feeling the strain brought on by
social distancing, anxiety and the repercussions of the
disease itself.

As commissioners, you are known and likely highly
regarded in your communities. You are community
leaders and will be counted on to set a good example,
provide leadership and a calming influence. As you
approach each day, [ am sure you will take this
responsibility most seriously.

At the time of writing this, infected Covid-19 cases in
Idaho have exceeded 1,200 cases and the death toll
continues to rise. The forecasts indicate that the state wide
cases are not expected to peak for another 2 to 3 weeks.
Like it or not, coronavirus is very real, and a threat to all
in Idaho. The good news is that Idaho is somewhat
behind the curve and time is on our side.

The number one priority for fire districts has always been,
and will continue to be, the safety of your first responders
and the public at large. During this deadly pandemic,
because of what our first responders are called up to do,
they are at a higher risk than the general public. Are you,
as commissioners of your fire district, taking care of your
staff and first responders during this national emergency?
When your fire department firefighters provide assistance
to the ambulance crew, say at a motor vehicle accident,
do your firefighters have the proper PPE for protection
against Covid-19, such as N-95 masks, latex gloves and
face shields? Our local volunteer fire department doesn’t
usually carry these items on their fire apparatus.
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Continued ... President’s Message

Are you providing means and supplies for your first responders to clean and disinfect when returning
from a call where they may have been exposed to Covid-19? Do you have provisions for your firefight-
ers to wash their turnouts at the firchouse? Many volunteer departments firefighters typically have their
turnouts with them 24-7, and if they take contaminated turnouts home, they could be exposing their
families to this deadly virus.

Are you adequately protecting all of your commissioners and the fire district administrative staff? Is
your district abiding by the “Staying at Home” order that Governor Little issued? Is your staff working
from home when possible? Are your offices and fire stations closed to the public, except for visits by
appointment only? Have you canceled your regular commissioners meetings? If that’s not possible,
then are you using the modified Open Meeting Law procedures that allow telecommunication meet-
ings?

I could go on with questions and suggestions, but too often there simply aren’t answers for all of the
questions. Always remember, you as fire district commissioners, are responsible for the safety of all
who are under your authority and all that can be asked of you is to do the best you can with what you
have to work with.

We are all in this together, and together we can get through this.
Let’s be safe and pray for a quick return to “less than interesting times”.

Tips for Fire Departments in Dealing with Covid-19

When writing my President’s message, [ was considering adding some advice specifically for fire de-
partments that the fire district commissioners could pass on to their Fire Chiefs. I spent a fair amount of
time surfing the web trying to find guidelines or any other information for fire departments regarding
the Covid-19 pandemic. There was an abundant amount of information for EMS, but very little for fire
departments. I called the State Fire Marshal, Knute Sandahl, to see if he could help me out. He said that
he also had not been able to find much on the internet, but has this advice for all types of fire depart-
ments when responding to a call.

-Use plain old everyday common sense.

-Follow the recommendations you will find on the Center of Disease Control (CDC), FEMA and
other federal websites.

-When responding to assist EMTs, keep your distance while the EMTs are doing their coronavirus
interviews and assessing the scene. After they give the ok, move in wearing the appropriate PPE
at all times.

-When responding to a fire call and firefighters have to enter a house or other structure that may
have been inhabited, all personnel who go inside should be in full PPE, including SCBAs.

When it is determined that SCBAs are no longer needed, wear, at the minimum, goggles, masks
that protect you from airborne viruses and good latex gloves. Remember, the coronavirus can
survive on flat surfaces, handles, etc. for many hours.

-Before leaving the scene, decontaminate the tools you’ve used on the incident and yourselves.
Error on the side of caution.

-Once back at the station, disinfect tools and other items used at the incident.

-If your station has a turnout washing machine(s), launder your turnouts using normal procedures.
Do not take your dirty turnouts home, that could expose your family and others to the corona-
virus. Do not use the turnouts until they have been washed.

-If you have showers at the fire house, shower and put on clean clothes before leaving the station.

-Thoroughly document any exposure to coronavirus.

Continued, page 3
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Continued ... President’s Message

I was able to find one more bit of advice from a web page for a volunteer fire department in Connecti-
cut, which is as follows:
“For many calls, a single firefighter, often an officer, will come to the door and ask about the
health of those in the home. If anyone in the home has a fever, flu-like symptoms or has traveled
to certain areas, that firefighter will take an extra minute to take precautions, such as putting on
an air mask. He or she will then attempt to resolve the problem without having other firefighters
enter the building”

Sounds like some good advice to me.

New Convention Dates: I mentioned in the last newsletter that the association was considering
changing the date of our annual convention As part of the board meeting held in February, the board
voted to move the date of the annual convention from the first part of November to the first or second
week of March. The logic behind this change is that the spring date will make it more convenient for
everyone to attend. Plus, on the years that the convention is in Boise, the new date will provide the
opportunity for a visit to the state house while the state legislation is in session. Out of town
commissioners attending the convention would have the chance to observe the complex political
process.

Legislation Update: We were hoping for a quiet, somewhat uneventful legislative session, but it didn’t
turn out that way. We have several pieces of legislation which we hadn’t anticipated and it became very
hectic at the end of the session with many last-minute bills.

Just hitting the high points, here is what occurred this year. The big emphasis of this year’s session was
dealing with the rapidly increasing property taxes occurring in the larger urban areas of our state. There
were numerous bills introduced to reduce the property taxes in those areas. For example, one bill
proposed to raise the home owner exemption, another would have reduced the amount of agricultural
exemption, and so on, but these bills didn’t make it through. One bill, HB409 gave us a scare. The in-
tent of House Bill 409 was to freeze for three years the property tax income to counties, cities and spe-
cial taxing districts, including fire districts. This freeze included the 3% increase for inflation and the
increase from new construction. For those districts with plush budgets, this was not going to be the end
of the world, but for those who don’t, it could have been catastrophic. HB409 passed the house and
went to the Senate, came up on the Senate floor, and was voted down close to the end of the session.

Some bills that we supported and passed include HB486, which made it legal for fire districts and fire
departments to use drones on incidents. Another was a bill that removed the sunset clause from the bill
that makes it possible for Post Traumatic Stress Injuries. Had the sunset clause remained in the bill, it
would have automatically been voided.

There were a few bills that we were disappointed to see not make it. One bill, SB1311 would have
restricted use of exploding fire arm targets, but didn’t make it to the Senate floor. Make sure you check
our website for legislative updates while the session is ongoing. www.isfca.org/alerts

Sincerely,

Steve Frazee
ISFCA President
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Challenges Associated with Providing Emergency Services during the
COVID-19 Pandemic — Tim Vargas, Member At Large

Responding to the needs of our firefighters during this pandemic is and will continue to
be a challenge. I know the situation weighs heavily on the minds of first responders when
they roll out the door to answer a call. What can we do as commissioners to make sure
our first responders are adequately protected?

Most departments have zero-tolerance policies in place requiring their firefighters and
emergency services personnel to use proper personnel protective gear at all times. These
policies generally stipulate the type of gear needed to be used when answering an
emergency call. Instances can arise when a volunteer might show up without standard
protective gear. These instances, while generally are rare, can no longer be tolerated
when living under the threat of COVID-19. We must do everything we can to enforce a
zero-tolerance policy requiring our first responders to always wear the proper gear for the
activities they are performing. We should be talking to our chiefs and command
personnel to make sure there are no exceptions regarding PPE. Our department under the
guidance of our chief has initiated some new requirements to further protect our
emergency personnel when assisting on medical calls. We are requiring the use of
goggles or face shields, gloves and N95 respirators to now be worn when assisting with
all medical calls.

Other restrictions have been put into place for the firefighters and the commissioners
relative to meetings. While under stay at home orders all regular monthly firefighter
meetings have been cancelled. At the same time, commissioners will not meet for our
regular monthly business meetings. We will have our secretary prepare the bills as
customary and we will come in and sign checks and the secretary will send them out. A
sign has been placed on the door where our meeting notifications and agendas are
normally posted explaining that all commissioner monthly meetings have been cancelled
until further notice due to COVID-19 and will resume when it is determined by our public
health officials that it is safe to do so.

These are the main adjustments we have made to try to keep everyone safe at this trying
time. Many of you have other good suggestions and ideas worthy of consideration and I
would encourage you to share your thoughts and ideas with the membership. I’'m sure
Krystal would be more than happy to serve as a clearing house for any ideas or solutions
to problems you would like to share, as a result of COVID-19.

STAY SAFE OUT THERE!
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Bill Number Description Last Action Support/Opposed
BOND ELECTIONS — 1/30 - Read Third Time in Full
Amends existing law to | PASSED - 48‘21‘1
revise provisions regard- 1/31 - Received from the
HB 347 ) . House passed; filed for first  [Neutral - Watching
ing the holding of anoth- reading
er bond.ele(.:t'ion aftera Introduced, read first time;
voter rejection. referred to: State Affairs
TAXING DISTRICTS —
Amends existing law to  |1/23 - Reported Printed and
HB 353 revise provisions regard- |Referred to Revenue & Taxa- |Neutral - Watching
ing taxing district budget [tion
limitations.
TAXING DISTRICT BUDG- 15/4 - Read Third Time in Full -
ETS — Amends existing  |pPASSED - 70-0-0
law to revise provisions |2/26 - Read third time in full —
HB 354 regarding a taxing dis-  [PASSED - 34-0-1 Support
trict’s process for recov- [3/03 - Reported Signed by
ering forgone budget Governor on March 3, 2020
increases. Effective: 07/01/2020
TAXING DISTRICTS —
Adds to existing law to  |1/23 - Reported Printed and
HB 355 freeze taxing district Referred to Revenue & Taxa- |Moved to HB 409
budgets and property  [tion
tax levies for one year.
TAXES — Amends existing
HB 359 law to repeal.the proper-(1/27 - Reported Printed and Neutral - Watching
ty tax and to increase Referred to Ways & Means
the sales tax.
GROCERY TAX — Adds,
HB 360 repeéls, and amends 1/27 - Reported Printed and Neutral - Watching
existing law to repeal the|Referred to Ways & Means
tax on the sale of food.
2/11- Read third time in full —
WORKER’S COMPENSA- |pPASSED - 35-0-0
TION — Amends existing |2/24 - Read Third Time in Full
SB 1263 law regarding occupa- |- PASSED - 68-0-2 Support

tional diseases to re-
move a sunset provision.

3/ 2 -Signed by Governor on
03/02/20
Effective: 07/01/2020
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‘Bill Number Description Last Action ‘Support/Opposed
LOCAL GOVERNING EN-
TITIES CENTRAL REGIS-
TRY — Amends existing
law to remove obsolete |2/13 - Read third time in full -
language, to revise a PASSED - 34-0-1
SB 1265 provision regarding reve-|3/18 - U.C. to hold place on [Neutral
nues and expenditures, |[third reading calendar one
and to remove a provi- |legislative day
sion regarding notifica-
tion by a local governing
entity.
PROPERTY TAXES —
Amends existing law to 2/13 - Read third time in full —
provide requirements for|passep - 34-0-1
the homestead exemp- (3/16 - Rules Suspended: Ayes
tion application form. 60 Nays 10 Abs/Excd 0, read
SB1277a PROPEIETY TAXES — in full\;s required — PASSED - | PPOse
Amends existing law to  [49-21-0 (after amendment)
revise provisions regard- 3/18- Senate did not Concur
ing the homeowner ex- in House Amendments
emption.
2/18 - CAMPAIGN FINANCE
— Amends existing law to
CAMPAIGN FINANCE—  |€Vis€ campaign finance
_ reporting requirements
Amends existing law to - .
revise campaign finance per'.ca|n.|r.1g to c.and|dates
SB 1280 T ey e, for judicial office. Neutral
pertaining to candidates (58 Willel U= iin
for judicial office. LSRR EA e
Signed by Governor on
03/09/20
Effective: 03/09/2020
2/20- Read Third Time in Full
SALES TAX— Amends | PASSED-53-16-1
existing law to revise the .3/12 - 03/09 Read third time .
.. |infull = PASSED - 30-4-1 Watching
sales tax revenue distri- 3/18 - Reported Signed by
bution to cities in Idaho. Governor on March 16, 2020
Effective: 07/01/2020
HB 408
TAXING DISTRICTS —
Adds to existing law to 2/25 - Read Third Time in Full
provide a limitationon | PASSED - 46-23-1
. L. 3/12 - Read third time as Oppose
taxing district budget amended in the Senate —
requests and levies for  |ca|Ep - 11-24-0
the year 2020.
HB 409a




BlAZé

PAGE 7

‘Bill Number Description Last Action ‘Support/Opposed
LABOR — Amends ex-
isting law to provide for
mediation, to provide a
process for fact-finder  |2/10 - Reported Printed; re-
selection, and to provide [ferred to Commerce & Human{Watching
that strikes shall be pro- [Resources
hibited during dispute
resolution and for two
weeks thereafter.
SB 1302
EXPLODING TARGETS -
Adds to existing law to .

i tricti 2/11 - Reported Printed; re- Subport
prov.l e restricions re ferred to State Affairs PP
garding the use of ex-

SB 1311 ploding targets.
AMBULANCE SERVICE 2/24 - Read third time in full —
DISTRICTS — Amends and [PASSED - 31'4'9 o
adds to existing law to 3/17 -.Read Third Tlme in Full

rovide for the for — Previously Read in Full - Support

prov . PASSED - 63-2-5 3/19 - £
e Signed by Governor on
of any new ambulance |93/19/20 Effective:
service districts. 07/01/2020

SB 1332
IDAHO BUILDING CODE —
Amends existing law to
revise a certaingexem _ [?/11- Reported Printed and Oppose

) . . p Referred to Business PP

tion regarding fire sprin-

HB 472 kler systems.
AERONAUT'CS — Amends 2/26 o Read Third Time in FU”
existing law to update ;/PSSSFED d6t€:10dlt1 e
restrictions on the use of _neadthirdime in full = Support, need to add fire

d ai ft PASSED - 31-0-4 districts into language

unmanne a|rcra. SYS~ 13/20 - Reported Signed by guag
tems a.nd to provide for Governor on March 24, 2020
exceptions. Effective: 07/01/2020

HB 486
AMBULANCE DISTRICTS 1524 - Read Third Time in Full
— Amends existing law to |- pASSED - 68-0-2
authorize ambulance 3/16 - Read third time in full —
districts to enter into PASSED - 34-0-1 Support
cooperative agreements |3/18 - Reported Signed by
with fire protection dis- Governor on March 18, 2020
= Effective: 07/01/2020

HB 491
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‘Bill Number Description ‘Last Action ‘Support/Opposed
HEALTH AND WELFARE -
Adds to existing law t0  |3/4 _ Read third time in full as
provide for yellow dots [amended — PASSED - 36-32-2
on motor vehicles that  [3/18 - Read third time in full —
contain medical infor-  [PASSED - 25-7-3 Neutral
mation that may be used|3/20 - Reported Signed by
by first responders on Governor on March 24, 2020
the scene of an accident |Effective: 07/01/2020
or emergency situation.
HB 497aa
3/2 - HOMEOWNER’S ASSOCI-
ATIONS — Amends existing law
HOMEOWNER’S ASSOCI- to provide limitations on re-
ATIONS —Amends ex- [strictions that homeowner’s
isting law to provide limi-|associations can put on the
tations on restrictions  |display of political signs and
. Neutral
that homeowner’s asso- |certain flags.
ciations can put on the [3/17 - Read third time in full -
display of political signs |PASSED -31-1-3 _
and certain flags. 3/20- Reported Signed by
Governor on March 24, 2020
Effective: 07/01/2020
HB 503
PERSI — Stating findings
of the Legislature and
amending the retroac- |2/7 - Reported Printed and
tive cost of living adjust- [Referred to Commerce & Neutral
ment approved by the [Human Resources
PERSI board at its De-
cember 2019 meeting.
HCRO30
WORKER’S COMPENSA- 3/4 - Read third time in full as
TION — Amends existing |amended — PASSED - 35-0-0
law to provide for a clear|3/17 - Read Third Time in Full
and convincing eviden- |- Previously Read in Full — Support
tiary standard with re-  |PASSED - 67-0-3
spect to intent to harm 3/19 - Signed by Governor on
in a case involving physi- [03/19/20  Effective:
cal aggression. 07/01/2020
SB 1321
2/28 - Read third time in full
PUBLIC RECORDS ACT — [as amended — PASSED - 34-0-
Amends existing law to 1 o
provide that certain per- 3/17 -.Read Third Tlme in Full
— Previously Read in Full — Support

SB 1338aa

sonal information shall
be exempt from disclo-
sure.

PASSED - 67-0-3

3/19 - Signed by Governor on
03/24/20 Effective:
07/01/2020
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‘Bill Number Description ‘Last Action ‘Support/Opposed
PROPERTY TAXES —
Stating findings of the  |2/20- Read in full - ADOPT-
Legislature and authoriz- |ED - 34-0-1 .
. e . i Watching
ing a legislative interim |3/11 - Read Third Time in Full
study committee on — ADOPTED - 65-1-4
SCR134 property taxes.
PROPERTY TAXES - 3/20 - Reported Signed b
Am‘ends ex!sFlng et e Governorpon Marci 19, 2\(/)20 Neutral
rewse provisions regard— Effective: 07/01/2020
1B 5182 Ing property tax notices.
OPEN MEETINGS -
Amends existing law to
authorize execfﬁve ses- 2/24 - Reported Printed and Support
. ] Referred to State Affairs
sions for certain consul-
HB 530 tations.
2/27 - Read third time in full
— PASSED - 28-7-0
3/16 - Rules Suspended:
Ayes 69 Nays 0 Abs/Excd 1,
read in full as required —
INITIATIVES — Amends  |pASSED - 55-14-1
existing law to provide [3/19 - Read second time as
for a proposed funding |amended in the House, filed Watching
source and fiscal impact |[for Third Reading Rules Sus-
statements for ballot pended (2/3 Vote - Read in
initiatives. full as required) — Read third
time as amended in the House
— PASSED - 27-4-4
Signed by Governor on
03/26/20
Effective: 07/01/2020
SB 1350 aah
FIRE PROTECTION DIS-
TRICTS — Adds to existing|3/5 - Read third time in full
law to provide for the |- PASSED - 30-2-3
division of a fire protec- |3/18 - U.C. to hold place  |Watching

SB 1372

tion district and to pro-
vide for elections for di-
vision of a district.

on third reading calendar
one legislative day
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‘Bill Number Description ‘Last Action ‘Support/Opposed
PROTECTION OF PUBLIC |3/6 - Rules Suspended: Ayes
EMPLOYEES — Amends 66 Nays 0 AbS/EXCd 4, read in
existing law to revise a ;ug as required — PASSED - 56-
provision regarding ad- |, 10 2o third time in full - [Watching
verse action by an em- PASSED - 31-1-3
ployer and to‘provide 3 13/20 - Reported Signed by
limit on certain damag- |Governor on March 24, 2020
es. Effective: 07/01/2020
HB 583
3/9 -
Rules Suspended: Ayes 66
CIVIL ACTIONS — Amends |NaYs 0 Abz/ EX::S“S'EFS*"‘%;”S“;'
o . as required — - 67-0-
SR AL NS Py o e e BT Nerpizel
term “willful or reckless |\ oo 37,13
misconduct.” Reported Signed by Governor
on March 24, 2020
Effective: 07/01/2020
HB 582
3/10 - Rules Suspended:
PUBLIC RECORDS — Ayes 67 Nays 0 Abs/Excd 3,
Amends existing law to read in full as required —
provide an exception, to PRERD - a2l
. 3/18 - Read third time in full
clarify record request i e Support
requllrements., el i 3/20 - Reported Signed by
p.I’OVIde cert.aln exc.ep— Governor on March 30, 2020
tions regarding legisla- Effective: 07/01/2020
tive communications.
HB 601
OPEN MEETINGS -
Amends existing law to
rovide that the Attor- |°/> - Reported out of com-
P mittee; to 14th Order for Watching
ney General shall have a amendment
certain duty regarding
open meetings.
SB1362
PROPERTY TAXES —
Amends existing law to
increase the homeowner|3/19 - Watchin
exemption to $120,000 |[Referred to State Affairs &
and restore the inflation
SB 1416 index.
PROPERTY TAXES —
Amends existing law to Hird time in full
revise provisions regard- ifsiégezdltllgd time in full =
ing income limitations - Watching
. 3/19 - Read First Time, Re-
and tax reduction ferred to Ways & Means
amounts for the proper-
ty tax relief program.
SB 1417
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UPCOMING GRANT OPPORTUNITIES

[y

Safer Grant—Deadline—May 15th (type safer into keyword)
(Opportunity Number— DHS-19-GPD-083-000-99 )
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/search-grants.html

2. Fire Prevention and Safety—Deadline— May 29th
(Opportunity Number— DHS-19-GPD-044-000-98)
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/search-grants.html

3. FEMA COVID 19 Supplemental Grant—Deadline— May 15th
(Opportunity Number— DHS-20-GPD-044-00-99 )

4. Rural Fire Capacity Grant Program—Deadline—June 1st
www.idl.idaho.gov

5. 2020 Idaho Fire Fighter’s License Plate Fund—Deadline—June 26th
http://www.idahofirechiefs.org/Grant-Info
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THANK YOU SPONSORS AND VENDORS

To all of our Sponsors and Vendors, Thank You for supporting and
believing in our organization. Without your continued support, ISFCA
wouldn’t be able to provide the educational and leadership training
that we have.

2019-2020 Sponsors and Vendors

BNSF Railway Company

Emergency Services Consulting International
Emergency Services Insurance Program (ESIP)
Galena Consulting

Graham Fire Apparatus

Hughes Fire Equipment, Inc.

Idaho Independent Inter. Gov. Authority (IIA)
ICRMP

Larsen Fire Apparatus, Inc.

Les Schwab Tire Centers

Lincoln Financial Advisors

McNeil & Co.

Millington Zwygart CPAs, PLLC

North Ridge Fire Equipment

Provident

Rice Fergus Miller

SeaWestern Fire Fighting Equipment
Strategic Communications Solutions, LLC.
TCA Architecture Planning, Inc.

VFIS Solutions, Inc.

Ventry

Weidner Fire

White Peterson Law Firm

Zwygart John and Associates CPAS, PLLC.

We highly encourage you, as Fire Districts, to support our Sponsors
and Vendors throughout the year with your business, as they support
us. Check out our website for their contact information.



